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GGeeoorrggee MMuulllleerr SSeerrmmoonnss

Chapter 1 - An Address Delivered in Bristol, November 7th, 1863

How may we know that we are crucified with Christ, that we have died with Him, and 

that we are risen with Him? Possibly some believers may not know how to settle this 

point. It is of the deepest moment to have a clear understanding of it. It is not by a voice 

from heaven, not by some powerful impression made on us in a dream or otherwise, but 

simply by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, trusting in Him for the salvation of our 

souls, that we settle the point that we are united to Him, that with Him we were crucified, 

that with Him we died, that with Him we are raised again, and with Him sit in heavenly 

places. We have simply to say to ourselves, Do I trust in Jesus for the salvation of my 

soul? Do I know I am a guilty, wicked sinner, deserving nothing but judgment; but do I 

trust, at the same time, in the Lord Jesus for the salvation of my soul? If so, then Jesus is 

my substitute; then Jesus died in my room and stead; then am I looked upon by God as 

one united with Christ; then have I been punished for my sins in the person of the Lord 

Jesus Christ; then was I hung, as it were, on the cross with Jesus God having accepted 

Him as my substitute; then was I buried with Christ, and have been raised again with 

Him; then, in my Forerunner, I am seated at the right hand of God in heaven; then, as 

assuredly as the Lord Jesus is there, so shall I be. These are precious truths, not man's

inventions. The Book of God speaks of them again and again. The epistles to the 

Ephesians and Colossians, and others, are full of these glorious truths. But what we need 

is, that they become increasingly realities to us. Not so much that we are able to speak 

with clearness about them, but that more and more we know their power in our hearts. 

We have, therefore, to say to ourselves, I am a wicked, guilty, hell-deserving sinner; and 

had not God, in the riches of His grace, given the Lord Jesus to die in my stead, hell must 

have been my portion for eternity; but it pleased Go1 to deliver Him up for me; and since 

I trust in the Lord Jesus for salvation, I shall not be punished, because my blessed 

Substitute, the Lord Jesus Christ, was punished in my room and stead. Now, what 

follows? My sins are forgiven. Not, shall be when I die. Not, I shall find out some day 

that they are forgiven. But, they are forgiven now forgiven. By the grace of God I am as 

certain that my sins are forgiven as I am certain that I am speaking to you. Not because I 

deserve it. I am a guilty, wicked, hell-deserving sinner; but I trust in the Lord Jesus for 

the salvation of my soul; and God declares that all who put their trust in Him shall have 

forgiveness. As it is written in Acts x. 43, in reference to the Lord Jesus: "To Him give all 

the prophets witness, that through His name, whosoever believeth in Him shall receive 

remission of sins." I do believe in Him, that is, I do put my trust in Him, and therefore my 
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sins are forgiven. 

Now, let me affectionately press this point on you, because it is a matter of deep moment 

that we be assured our sins are forgiven, and habitually assured of it. Because it is just 

this which makes heaven certain to us, that we know God has nothing against us. The 

knowledge and the enjoyment of the forgiveness of our sins will keep our hearts from 

going out towards this present world. 

To be heavenly-minded, really and truly, we must be assured our sins are forgiven; and 

this we know simply from the Divine testimony, that those who put their trust in Jesus 

have the forgiveness of their sins. Bat this is not all. Through faith in Jesus we are now 

the sons of God. We are not only reconciled, because of our Substitute and Surety, and 

God is well-pleased with us, but we are also the children of God, and as children we are 

the heirs of God, and as the heirs of God we are joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now this brings us to another point. If we are the children of God, if we are the heirs of 

God, and joint-heirs with the Lord Jesus Christ, then all who believe in the Lord Jesus 

constitute one family. They may be scattered all over the world, may in ten thousand 

things differ as to the present life, and in ten thousand things hare differed as to their 

manner of life before they were brought to the knowledge of the Lord Jesus, may differ 

after their conversion as to their position in life, and in numberless ways also as to 

attainments in knowledge and grace; but nevertheless, as assuredly as they believe in the 

Lord Jesus for the salvation of their souls do they constitute one heavenly family, they are 

brethren. We glorify God by living as such here. In heaven we shall be together. 

Throughout eternity we shall be unspeakably happy, and love one another perfectly and 

habitually. But we are to glorify God by manifesting this love now, while on the earth, 

while in weakness and exposed to conflict, while the struggle is going on; now we are to 

be united together, and to manifest that we are one family, the heavenly family. This is 

the way to bring glory to God. In order to this let us keep before us "Crucified with 

Christ." What does this imply? That we deserve to be crucified, that we are sinners, 

wicked, guilty sinners, and every one all the members of the heavenly family, all sinners, 

and such sinners that we deserve nothing but bell. And in order that we might escape the 

torments of hell, the blessed Lord Jesus Christ died in our room, and became a curse that 

we might escape it. Where is boasting then? Who has ground for boasting? Perhaps one 

says, "Ah, but I have made much greater attainments in knowledge and grace than 

others." But what does Paul say? "He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord." The child 

of God has nought wherein to glory but the cross of Christ. Therefore if we boast, let it be 
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that the blessed Lord Jesus died for us guilty, hell-deserving sinners. And if we have a 

little more light and a little more grace than some of our fellow-believers, let us testify 

that it is by the grace of God we have it. 

Now because we love one another we may speak freely. It has been stated, that, if we are 

of one mind about the foundation truths, we should agree to differ about minor points, in 

order that thus brotherly love may not be hindered. Allow me to say, that according to 

Philippians iii. 15, 16, I am of a different judgment. We should not agree to differ, but 

should expect and pray that we and other believers may have further light given to us; 

yea, we should remember that the day is coming when we shall see eye to eye. In the 

meantime, however, we should act according to the light which the Lord has given to us 

already, always seeking, at the same time, to exercise gentleness, tenderness, and 

forbearance towards those from whom we differ; remembering that we are what we are 

by the grace of God, know what we know by the grace of God, and that a man can 

receive nothing except it be given him from Heaven. Instead of agreeing to differ; let us 

agree to love one another because of Christ's love to us. While in weakness and infirmity, 

let us agree to walk together, having the same precious blood of Christ to make us clean, 

and being of the same heavenly family. 

Perhaps some present are not prepared for eternity. I cannot sit down without speaking 

one word to you, my fellow-sinners. I know the state in which you are, for I was once in 

the same state. You may be seeking for happiness, you will not find it except you find it 

in Jesus. Seek it never so much and never so eagerly, you will not find it except you find 

it in the crucified, risen, and ascended Lord Jesus. Let me, as one who has been brought 

to the knowledge of Christ, tell you of the blessedness I have experienced as a disciple, of 

Christ. Times without number might I have gone back into the world, if I had desired to 

do so; but so unspeakably blessed and precious have I found it for forty years to be a 

disciple of Christ, that, if the attractions of the world were a thousand times greater than 

they are, by the grace of God. I should have no desire for them. Well, then, as one who 

eagerly sought happiness in the present world, and never found it, and now for forty years 

knows the sweetness and preciousness of walking with Jesus, I affectionately beseech 

you to seek Him. Poor sinner! only put thy trust in Him, only depend on Him for the 

salvation of thy soul, and all thy sins, numberless as they are, shall be instantly forgiven; 

thou wilt be reconciled to God, brought into the road to heaven, and when this life is 

over, have eternal life.
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