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AFTER THIRTY YEARS.
PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

I the year 1836, George Miller, a foreigner to this country,
started out to give proof in an unbelieving world, and amidst
divided Christians, that * God is still the living God, and now,
as well as thousands of years ago, He listens to the prayers of
His children, and helps those who trust in Him.” Looking round
for some method of demonstrating this fact, so that he might
have something eoncrete to point to, he chose the care of destitute
Orphan children, whose condition in those days was particularly
deplorable ; and, depending upon God in every detail of the plan,
he looked to Him alone to supply all the needs. In order that it
might be quite plain that God was helping His servant, he deter-
mined to abstain from any appeals to man for financial assistance,
and never to reveal what his needs were at the moment, even
though asked to do so. Some people said that he was mad,
others, simply foolish; but God honoured his faith, and so
blessed and prospered His dependent servant, that, from a small
beginning in a hired house, he went on and expanded the work
until he had built five large Orphan Houses, with accommodation
for 2,050 children and all the many helpers required to care for
them |

God enabled him to continue in this service for sixty-two
years, the pathway during that period being sometimes one of
deepest trial, and, at other times, of abounding supplies, until
at the age of ninety-two “years, the Lord called His tired
servant Home on March 10th, 1898. Up to that time, 9,725
children had entered the shelter of the Homes, there to be cared
for, trained, and brought up in the nurture and admonition of
the Lord; and £988,829 0s. 10}d. had been received for the
Orphans, as the result of prayer to God alone, up to May 26th,
1898.

Further than this, Mr. Miiller, two years before he opened the
Orphan work, had founded, upon similar lines, *“ The Scriptural
Knowledge Institution for Home and Abroad.” This included,
(1) the assistance or establishment, upon Christian principles,
of Schools and Sunday Schools, (2) the circulation of the Holy
Seriptures, and (3) the assistance of Missionaries. TLater a
fourth branch was established for the distribution of tracts
For these purposes, the Lord sent in the sum of £392,341 18s. 7d.,
up to the 26th May, 1898. Mr. Miller lived as he had died, a
poor man, his personal estate being £100 6s. worth of furniture
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and books, together with £60 3s. 4d. in money in his possession
on the day of his death.

This volume records in his own language, the story of George
Miiller’s life, and of God’s dealings with him in the great work
which he founded and carried on for so many years.

But now, thirty years have passed, and, as another edition of
his life story is called for, we think it well fo give some brief
record of the Lord’s dealings with the work since the date of
Mr. Miiller’s death. Some said at that time that it was impossible
for the work to continue, * now that the days of fanatical giving
have passed.” But, these looked at the death of George Miiller,
rather than at the power of the living God !

Mr. Miiller had appointed as his colleague in the work, his
son-in-law, Mr. James Wright, and they had laboured together
for many years. Shortly after Mr. Miiller’s death, Mr. Wright
invited Mr. G. F. Bergin to join him, and they were united in
service here until the Lord called Mr. Wright to be with Himself
in 1905. Soon after this time, Mr. Bergin invited Mr. F. 8.
Arnot of Africa to his assistance, but after rendering hearty
service for eight months, he felt the call of Africa’s millions so
strongly that he returned to that land, and there, ultimately,
laid down his life. For some years, Mr. Bergin was helped by
my eldest brother, George F. Bergin, Junr., until the ratte:'s
Home call in 1909, and in the following year I came from London
to take my brother’s place. Greatly to our sorrow, and loss to
the Institution, the Lord called my father into His own imme-
diate presence in the year 1912, shortly after he had asked Mr,
Alfred E. Green to join us. Dr. Green felt the invitation to be
the call of God, and the Lord has knit us together in the work
during these sixteen years, and we do indeed praise Him for His
mercies toward us.

In the year 1887, Mr. Miiller wrote as follows : ** At the time
(1836) when it was especially laid on my heart to labour for
Orphans, the total accommodation in all the Orphan Institutions
in England, was for 3,600 Orphans, and, at the same time, there
were 6,000 Orphans under 8 years of age in the prisons of England
uccording to public statistics. This deeply affected me, and I
sought therefore to enlarge the Orphan work under my direction
to the utmost of my power. This ended in providing aceommo-
dation for 2,050 Orphans and 112 helpers at & time, and the
result of this has been, that, by the means of other individuals,
or through Societies, one Institution after another has been
opened for the reception of 20, 30, 50, or 100 Orphans ; or that
Orphan Houses have been built for 200, 300, 400, and even 500
Orphans, so that now, 1 am happy to say, there is accommodation
in England alone for at least one hundred thousand Orphans.
Orphan Institutions indeed have multiplied to such an extens
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since I first began to labour in this way, that some time since,
the secretary of an Orphan Institution for 500 children (but
where they have not quite three hundred), wrote to me, stating
that if we had applications for more Orphans than we could
receive, that Institution would gladly take fifty of them. I
praise and adore God, therefore, that He has allowed me to give
such an impetus for good in this work, and that during the last
forty years He has caused many scores of Orphan Institutions
to be established.”

In the year 1901, a change was made by the Trustees with
regard to the admission of Orphans. Hitherto, only those had
been admitted who had lost both parents by death, but as there
were many vacancies for children, 1t was felt that either a House
must be closed, or the basis of admission altered. Mr. Wright,
who knew Mr. Miiller’s mind very well, felt convinced that the
latter course would meet with his approval ; consequently, it
was decided to admit children who had lost one parent only,
and as a Tesult of this change, the Houses began to fill up again.

Since then other Institutions have been opened for the care of
Orphans, and being widely advertised in the press, have drawn
to them large numbers of children; further, the Boards of
Guardians have more definitel pted their responsibility for
the care of children, and risen to the occasion by the establish-
ment of ** Scattered Homes,” and by payment to widows in their
own homes. Of recent years, this has had the effect of greatly
diminishing our numbers, so that, at the present time, we are
faced with the same difficulty that came before the Institution
from 1887-1901. 1If readers know of any children who would be
suitable for admission here, we should be grateful to be put in
touch with them.

During the thirty years since Mr. Miiller’s death, 6,181 children
have been received, and it has been a great joy to those who have
laboured in the Institution to see evidence of deep spiritual work
going on in the hearts of the young people under their care. By
far the vast majority of those who have left us have signified
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and many are
living faithfully for God in various parts of the world, whether
in the home, or in business, or in the Church of God and mis-
sionary service. During this past year, the Lord has called
home to Himself two who diligently served Him in the ministry
of the Gospel for many years, and we praise God for their
testimony.

As regards financial matters, which naturally loom so largely
in the public mind in connection with this work, we can speak
well of our God during the period since Mr. Miiller's home call.
At that time, and for some years previously, God had been
leading His servant through a pathway of unprecedented trial,
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and this continued almost without intermission until, in the
year 1900, a year of extreme difficulty in financial matters in the
country, the Lord graciously sent relief by the payment of a
large legacy of £18,000. In the years 1905 to 1908 the Lord
kept his servants in prolonged and deep trial; and yet again
He sent relief in His own time. In the year 1912, Mr. Bergin’s
last, and the first that Mr. Green and I were together, the trial
was indeed intense, but the Lord would not break His bruised
reeds, and the limit of our trial had been reached, for the first
letter which we opened one day contained a cheque for £2,000,
being on account of a legacy due to us, and seven days later the
payment of other legacies of £2,000 and of £500 made us cry out,
“Oh! that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for
His wonderful works to the children of men!” Two days later,
a 1 a pl ger to me, called, and saying
that he wished to make a gift to the Institution, handed me
a cheque for £600, £100 of which he wished to be for the first
four objects, and £500 for the Orphans. During eleven days
the Lord sent us altogether £6,268 15s. 4d., and our hearts
praised Him indeed !

During the period of the War, and the even more difficult
period which followed it, when appeals were out on every hand
for financial assistance, it was a deep joy to see how, whilst the
expenditure Tose, owing to the increasing cost of food and
materials, God increased the income of the Institution without
our asking any human being for funds, our needs being made
known to God only. Yet, even with these much larger incomes,
there were times when we were very nearly at the bottom of ** the
barrel.” On May 27th, 1922, we had a balance in hand of
£9,680, yet by the following September, this had all been used
up, the human factor in this circumstance being that the year
was probably unparalleled in modern times for straitness in this
and other lands. The trial got deeper and deeper, until the
Lord graciously sent us relief from the United States in a gift
of $42,500, which realized ultimately, £9,587 Is. 6d., probably
the largest donation ever received in the history of the work.
The gift was accompanied with this simple letter, from one
utterly a stranger to us: “ Dearly beloved of the Lord Jesus
Christ, please accept this slight token in the Name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Yours by grace only.” Oh, how we praised our
God for this timely deliverance from great trial. Since that
time, the Lord has almost continuously kept us free from finan-
cial straits, and in 1927, we recorded the largest income ever
received in one year in the history of the work, and it left us with
a balance in hand of more than £23,000. This year again, to
the praise of our God, we can record an even slightly larger
balance than this.
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Altogether, during the sixty-two years of Mr. Mitller’s life and
service, the following amounts were received.

For the hans :_gifts, etc. - R X £088,829 0 1

For the ﬁou?(m objects of the Institution : gifts, sto. 392,341 18 ‘7»

By sale of Bibles and parts thereof .. P 22,123 1 3%

By sale ts, etc. .. 5

By payment in the day schools ..

Amount received during sixty-two yeats, 1836 to

1898 25 &5 o 2 ' W £1,458,613 13 3

_—

And the reader will like to compare these figures with the
amounts received during the thirty years from May 27th, 1898,
to May 26th, 1928, to the praise of our God : —

For the ()rph-u-:};i(u. et a0 e 205 8 73

For the first four objects of the Institution : gifts, ete.

By of Bibles and parts thereof .. ..

By sale of Tracts, 6t0. .. .. .. ..
By payment in the day sohools (this ceased many

years ago) o DR N
Fund for the distribution of the Autobiography
Amount reccived during the thirty years, 1898 to

1928 A3 v % o Ve £1,122,792 1 2

And the total amount received from 1836 to 1928 is, £2,676,3056 14 5

Well may we bow in wonder and praise at this manifestation
of the grace and power of our God, supplying Mr. Miiller with all
the great amount he needed duri gus years of service; and
then, as so much more was needed for necessary expenditure
upon the Orphans during war years and since, sending to us the
much larger proportional amounts, to the glory of His great and
holy Name, the whole income being over two and a half million
poz.n;is. Velsf;v our Glc;d is & God Who worketh wonders.

ew words must be said concerning Glod’s t goodness
to us during the War, apart from the nfatﬁer of gg:me' which
has already been referred to. It was a cause of deep thankfulness
that we were absolutely free from any of the attacks of the enemy
by air-craft. Further, as regards food, we had little real diffi-
culty as soon as rationing came into force. We had many, many
matters, upon which to praise our God during this period, which
could not be referred to in public print, but it was just wonderful
to see His hand outstretched on our behalf, and to note His
deliverance from ome difficulty after another. In 1870. Mr.
Miﬂler wrote, *‘ Faith is above all circumstances : no war, no
fire, no water, no mercantile panic, no loss of friends, no death
can touch it! It goes on its own steady course. It triumphs

*
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over all difficulties. It works most easily in the greatest diffi-
culties! ” And, not looking at our faith, but at the faithful
living God, we delight to note that in answer to the prayers of
very many of God’s people the wide world over, added to those
of the helpers on Ashley Down, the Lord has graciously sus-
tained this work to be a testimony to Himself, that He is the
hearer and answerer of prayer. In view of the fact that all the
large sums of money referred to have been received without our
making any appeal whatever for them, apart from prayer to God,
and that the Institution has been maintained in full efficiency, we
say again that verily he must be wilfully blind who refuses this
evidence of the power of God ! The future of the work is with
the Lord, and we leave it in His tender care, asking of the reader
prayer that it may be maintained to His glory and honour !

With hearty thanksgiving and earnest pleading for the blessing
of God, this edition of the Autobiography is sent forth that it may
utter His faithfulness in & day when His word is so denied.

Wu. M. Beeein.
Arr. E. GREEN.

MR. MULLER'S PREFACE
TO THE FIRST PART OF THE NARRATIVE,
WRITTEN IN 1837,

It was only after the consideration of many months, and after
much self-examination as to my motives, and after much earnest
rayer, that I came to the conclusion to write this little work.
Y have not taken one gingle step in the Lord’s service, concerning
which I have prayed so much. My great dislike to increasing
the number of religions books would, in itself, have been suffi-
cient to have kept me for ever from it, had I not cherished the
hope of being instrumental in this way to lead some of my
brethren to value the Holy Scriptures more, and to judge by the
standard of the Word of God the principles on which they act.
But that which weighed more with me than anything was, that
1 have reason to believe from what I hayve seen among the
children of God, that many of their trials arise, either from want
of confidence in the Lord as regards temporal things, or from
carrying on their business in an unscriptural way. On account,
therefore, of the remarkable way in which the Lord has dealt
with me in temporal things, I feel that I am a debtor to the
Chureh of God, and that I ought, for the benefit of my poorer
brethren especially, to make known, as much as I can, the way
in which I have been led. In addition to this, I know it to be a
fact, that to many souls the Lord has blessed what I have told
them about the way in which He has led me, and therefore it
seemed to me a duty to use such means, whereby others also,
with whom I could not possibly converse, might be benefited.

The fact of my being a foreigner, and therefore but very
imperfectly acquainted with the English language, I judged to be
no sufficient reason for keeping me from writing. The Christian
reader being acquainted with this fact, will candidly excuse any
inaceuracy of expression.

*1 would say that the reason why I have spoken so plainly
about the sins of my unconverted days, is, that T may magnify
the riches of the grace of God, which have been bestowed on me,
a guilty wretch. I have weighed much whether I should do so
or not, knowing well what contempt it may bring on me; but
it appeared to me, after much prayer, that as the object of this
little work is to speak well of the Lord, I should say in a few
words what T once was, in order that it might be seen so much
the more clearly, what He has done for me. I also judged that,
in doing so, some, who live at present in sin, might see t.hrou;gh
my example the misery into which sin leads, even as regards the
present life, and the happiness which is connected with the ways
of God ; and that they also might be encouraged through what

*[The remainder of this Preface came, in the original Narrative, at
the end of Part 1.]
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God has done for me, to turn to Him. I have made myself,
therefore, a fool, and degraded myself in the eyes of the inhabitants
of Bristol, that you, my dear unconves fellow-sinners, who
may read this, may with God’s blessing be made wise. The love
of Christ has constrained me to speak about my former lies,
thefts, fraud, ete., that you might be benefited. Do not think
that T am a fool, and therefore I have told out my heart in my
but T have made myself a fool for the benefit of your
May God in mercy, for His dear Son’s sake, grant that
these pages may be a *“ savour of life unto life ” to you!

_ The reason why I have 'ﬁm 50 plainly about some of the
sins and errors into which I have fallen since my conversion and
about my answers to prayer, and the supplies of my temporal
wants, and some of my family concerns, and the success which
God has given to our labours,—is not, because I do not know
that it is contrary to worldly custom, and against the interests
of my worldly reputation ; nor is it, as if I made light of my
falls ; nurulflw_w]dboqcinhnvinghndmypnyemmnﬂen
pmeud,apdhalmngbunmmohavaﬁetyoiwuyunmduan
instrument in doing the Lord’s work ; but, I have written what
I have written for the benefit of my brethren. I have mentioned
some of my sins and errors, that, through my loss, the brethren
who may read this may gain. T have mentioned the answers of
g:uyer. that through them they may be encouraged to make

own their requests unto God. Iy have spoken about my
temporal supplies, that through seeing how richly God has
supplied my temporal wants, since the commencement of 1330,
when T left London, they may be stirred up to “seck first the
kwupdom of God and His righteousness,” resting assured, that, in
doing so, He will give them what is needful for the life that now
is. I have alluded to some family circumstances, that children
of God may be encouraged to cast their family burdens upon the
Lord, in order that, in doing so, they may find Him carrying the
burdens for them. And lastly, T have written about the success
which Giod has been pleased to grant us in His work, that it may
be seen, that, in acting on seriptural principles, we have the
Lord on our side, and that our mode of preaching is honoured
by Him. If in anything which I have wntten I have been mis-
taken (and whgt human work is there which is free from error ?),
I have been mistaken after much prayer. Whilst writing I have
often asked help of God. Whilst revising the work, I have still
again and again bowed my knees. I have also frequently
entreated the Lord to bless this feeble effort of mine to speak to
His praise, and I have not the slightest hesitation in saying,
that, from the earnestness and comfort which I have enjoyed in
zmyer, and from the sincere self-examination of my Laart, 1

that God will bless this little work.

GEORGE MULLER.

folly ;
souls.

Bristol, July 5th, 1837.

| %

INTRODUCTION.

It is desirable that the reader should be informed of the reasons
which led me to conclude that it was the will of God that 1 should
publish this book. Over thirty years ago I was laid aside for
some weeks through an accident. T then read for the first time
the  Narrative of the Lord’s Dealings with George Miiller.”
The blessing T received through reading it I could not describe ;
and I now see it was an instrument in the hand of Grod for training
me for the work to which He knew He would subsequently call
mo. I had been a believer for ten years, the greater part of
these having been spent in the Lord's service. The blessed
reality that God is indeed the living God, who delights to be
trusted by His children about all the matters of daily living, and
the blessing which follows literal obedience to our Lord's com-
mand, * Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth . . . but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,” deeply impressed me.

There are heights and depths of joy that are not realized and
cannot be known by those who do not obey this command of our
Lord. Some are hindered from obedience thereto by what they
consider prudential reasons; others by modes of interpreting
the words of our Lord that result in setting this command aside
as not intended for believers at this present time : others again,
who are convinced that none of these reasons are according
to the mind of God, yet from lack of full confidence in their
Heavenly Father, refrain from obedience, and so do not experience
the joy which arises from simple confiding subjection to their
Tord. I have known some who have been brought by the Lord
through circumstances which they could not control into having
nothing, and then taking such circumstances out of the hand of
their Lord, they have experienced such joys as they had not
hitherto known——but even such as these know not the fulness of
joy that is the portion of those who voluntarily surrender all
at their Lord's command.

The happy illustration of these truths afforded by Mr. Miiller
in his Narrative gave a mighty impulse to my Christian life.
Having myself proved for many years the blessedness of such
a life of faith, I desire with all my heart to commend this Auto-
biography to my fellow-believers, young and old.

Perhaps no diary has ever been more widely read or more
largely used by God. During the last half century many

rominent Christian workers have had their whole lives pro-

oundly influenced by Mr. Miller’s writings.

ot long after I joined Mr. Wright in the work at Ashley Down
in 1898, the thought pressed itself on my mind that the Narrative
1 a suppl t giving inf ion ing the thirteen
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“ His bow abode in strength,
And the arms of his hands were made strong
By the hands of the Mighty God of Jacob.”

Thus the Lord fulfilled His promises upon which His servant had
for so many years unhesitatingly rested, ** They shall still brij
Jorth fruit in old age,” and * Even to hoar hairs will I carry you.”
Thus was he enabled of God to fread in the footsteps of Abraham,
“ the friend of God ” of whom the Holy Spirit through the apostle
Paul writes, “ And without being weakened in faith he considered
his own body as good as dead (he being about a hundred years old),
and the deadness of Sarak’s womb ; yea looking unto the promise
of God, he wavered not through unbelief, but wazed strong through
faith, giving glory to God, and being fully assured that what He had
promised He was able also to perform.”

The hand of God was graciously and remarkably seen in these
trials under which Mr. Miller ended his course. Had there been
abounding funds up to the time of his death, and then a period
of trial, many would have thought that it was Mr. Miiller’s death
which caused funds to decrease, whereas just the reverse was the
case, for soon after his death the financial pressure was relieved.

Our hope is that the Lord will graciously use this testimony
to Him as the living God and to His Word as being Ziving Oracles,
in this twenticth century, as He used the four volumes to the
blessing of many in the nineteenth century. A flood of unbelief
is spreading over this land—yea, over the world, and is carrying
away many of our youth from God and His Word. To help in
the feeblest measure any who are being thus led away, is m
great desire in publishing this volume ; and my prayer to God,
and that of not a few others, is, that He will graciously deign to
use it for this purpose, and for strengthening the faith of His
children., To Him we commend the book and its readers; and
ask the believing reader to join in prayer for God’s blessing on
it, and on myself, and those who with me are seeking in much
fecbleness to carry on the work of which this volume speaks, so
that God may be glorified thereby through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For permission to reproduce photographs (some of which are
copyright) in this book, I am indebted to Mr. Frank Holmes,
of Clifton, Mr. Garratt, of Ashley Down, Mr. Percival, of
Tlfracombe, and others. Several blocks have been kindly lent
by Dr. Pierson. None of the pictures should be reproduced
without permission.

G. FRED. BERGIN.

New Orphan House, No. 3,

Ashley Down,
Bristol, Sept. 11th, 1905,
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Autobiography of George Miiller.

CHAPTER I,
EARLY DAYS, 1805-1825.

I WAS born at Kroppenstaedt, near Halberstadt, in the king-

dom of Prussia, on September 27th, 1805. In January, 1810,
my parents removed to Heimersleben, about four miles from
Kroppenstaedt, where my father was appointed collector in the
excise. As a warning to parents, I mention, that my father
preferred me to my brother, which was very injurious to both
of us. To me, as tending to produce in my mind a feeling of
self-elevation ; and to my brother, by creating in him a dislike
both towards my father and me.

My father, who educated his children on worldly principles,
gave us much money, considering our age ; not in order that we
mi%:xt spend it, but, as he said, to accustom us to possess money
without spending it. The result was, that it led me and my
brother into many sins. For I repeatedly spent a part of the
money in a childish way, and afterwards, when my father looked
over my little treasure, I sought to deceive him in making up the
accounts, either by not putting down all the money which he
had given me, or by professing to have more money in hand than
was the case, and counting it out accordingly before him. Now,
though this deceit was found out at last, and I was punished, yet
Iremained the same. For before I was ten years old I repeatedly
took of the government money which was entrusted to my father,
and which he had to make up ; till one day, as he had repeatedly
missed money, he detected my theft, by depositing a counted
sum in the room where I was, and leaving me to myself for a
while. Being thus left alone, I took some of the money, and hid
it under my foot in my shoe. When my father, after his return,
missed the money, I was searched and my theft detected.

Though I was punished on this and other occasions, yet I do
not remember that at any time when my sins were found out, it
made any other impression upon me than to make me think how
1T might do the thing the next time more cleverly, so as not to be

tected. Hence it came that this was not the last time that I
‘Was guilty of stealing,

1




EARLY DAYS. [1820
At School.

When I was between ten and eleven years of age, T was sent
to Halberstadt, to the Cathedral Classical School, there to be
prepared for the University ; for my father's desire was, that I
should become a clergyman; not, indeed, that thus I might
serve God, but that I might have a comfortable living. My
time was now spent in et.usying, reading novels, and indulging,
though so young, in sinful practices. us it continued till T
was fourteen years old, when my mother was suddenly removed.
The night she was dying, I, not knowing of her illness, was

laying at cards till two in the morning, and on the next day,

ing the Lord’s day, I went with some of my companions in
sin to a tavern, and then we went about the streets, half
intoxicated.
Confirmation.

The following day T attended, for the first time, the religious
instruction, which I was to receive previous to my confirmation.
This likewise was attended to in a careless manner ; and when 1
returned to my lodgings, my father had arrived to fetch my
brother and me home to our mother’s funeral. This bereave-
ment made no lasting impression on my mind. mw Worse
and worse. Three or four days before I was co ed (and
thus admitted to partake of the Lord’s supper), I was guilty of
gross immorality ; and the very day before my confirmation,
when T was in the vestry with the cl an to confess my sins
(according to the usual practice), aiter a formal manner, I
defrauded him, for T handed over to him only the twelfth part of
the fee which my father had given me for him.

In this state of heart, without prayer, without true repentance,
without faith, without & ledge of the plan of I was
confirmed, and took the Lord’s supper, on the Sunday after
Easter, 1820. Yet I was not without some feeling about the
solemnity of the thing, and I stayed at home in the afternoon
and evening, whilst the other boys and girls, who had been
confirmed with me, walked about in the fields. I also made
resolutions to turn from those vices in which I was living, and to
study more. Butas I lttemgwd the thing in my own sf
all soon came to nothing, and I still grew worse. I

Six weeks after my confirmation I went for a fortnight to
Brunswick, to a sister of my father, where I became attac ed to
a young female, who was a Roman Catholic. My time till Mid-
summer, 1821, was spent partly in study, but in a great degr
in playing the pianoforte and guitar, reading novels, frequenting
taverns, forming resolutions to become d:gerem, yet breaking
them almost as fast as they were made. My money was often
spent on my sinful pleasures, through which I was now and
tgen brought into trouble, so that once, to satisfy my hunger,

T stole a piece of coarse bread, the allowance of a soldier who was
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uartered in the house where I lodged. What a bitter, bitter

thing is the service of Satan, even in this world ! !

At Midsummer, 1821, my father obtained an appointment at
Schoenebeck, near Magdeb and I embraced the opp ity
of entreating him to remove me to the Cathedral Classical School
of Magdeburg; for I thought, that, if I could but leave my
companions in sin, and get out of certain snares, and be placed
under other tutors, I should then live a different life. But as
my dependence in this matter also was not upon God, I fell into
a still worse state. My father consented, and I was allowed to
leave Halberstadt, and to stay at Heimersleben till Michaelmas.
During this time I superintended, according to my father’s wish,
certain alterations which were to be made in his house there, for
the sake of letting it profitably. Being thus quite my own
master, I grew still more idle, and lived as much as before in all
sorts of sin.

‘When Michaelmas came, I uaded my father to leave me
at Heimersleben till Easter, and to let me read the classics with Dr.
Nagel, a clergyman living in the same place. As he was a very
learned man, and also in the habit of having pupils under his care,
and a friend of my father, my request was granted. I was now
living on the premises belonging to my father, under little real
control, and entrusted with a considerable sum of money, which
1 had to collect for my father, My habits soon led me to spend
a considerable part of this money, giving receipts for different
sums, yet leaving my father to suppose I had not received them.

Imprisoned.

In November I went on a pleasure excursion to Magdeburg,
where 1 sgent six days in much sin ; and though my absence from
home had been found out, by my father, before I returned from
thence, yet I took all the money I could obtain and went to
Brunswick, after I had, through a number of lies, obtained per-
mission from my tutor. The reason of my going to Brunswick
was, the attachment I had formed eighteen months previously
to the young female residing there. 1 spent a week at Brunswick,
in an expensive hotel. At the end of the week my money was
expended. This, as well as the want of a passport, prevented
my staying any longer in the hotel; but as I still wished to
remain at Brunswick, I went to my uncle, the husband of my
father’s sister, and made some excuse for not having gone to hin
in the first instance. My uncle intimated, after a week, that he
did not wish me to remain with him any longer,

I then went, without money, to another hotel, in a village near
Brunswick, where I spent another week in au expensive way of
living. At last, the owner of the hotel, suspecting that I had no

money, asked for payment, and I was obliged to leave my best

45 a security, and could scarcely thus escape from being
I then walked about six miles, to Wolfenbiittel, went
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to an inn, and began again to live as if I had plenty of money.
Here I stayed two days, looking out for an opportunity to run
away; for I had now nothing remaining to leave as a pledge.
But the window of my room was too high to allow of my escaping,
by getting down at night. On the second or third morning T
went quietly out of the yard, and then ran off ; but beingsuss‘:cted
and observed, and therefore seen to go off, I was immediately
called after, and so had to return.

I now confessed my case, but found no mercy. I was arrested,
and taken between two soldiers to a police officer. Being
suspected by him to be a vagabond or thief, I was examined for
about three hours, and then sent to gaol. I now found myself,
at the age of sixteen, an inmate of the same dwelling with thieves
and d and treated dingly. My superior manners
profited nothing. For though, as a particular favour, I received
the first evening some meat with my bread, I had the next day
the 1l of the pri —very coarse bread and
water, and for dinner vegetables, but no meat. My situation was
most wretched. I was locked up in this place day and night,
without permission to leave my cell. The dinner was such that
on the first day I completely loathed it, and left it untouched.
The second day I took a little, the third day all, and the fourth
and following days I would fain have had more. On the secol
day T asked the keeper for a Bible, not to consider its blessed
contents, but to pass away the time. However, I received none.
Here then T was ; no creature with me ; no book, no work in my
hands, and large iron rails before my narrow window.

During the second night I was awakened out of my sleep by
the rattling of the bolts and keys. Three men came into my
room. When I asked them in my fright what it meant, they
laughed at me, continuing quietly to try the iron rails, to see
whether I could escape. A}ter a few days I found out that a
thief was imprisoned next to me, and, as far as a thick wooden
partition would allow of it, I conversed with him ; and shortly
after the governor of the prison allowed him, a8 a favour to me,
to share my cell. 'We now passed away our time in relating our
adventures, and I was by this time so wicked, that I was not
satisfied with relating things of which I had been really %uilty,
but I even invented stories to show what a famous fellow I was.

T waited in vain day after day to be liberated. After about ten
or twelve days my fellow prisoner and I disagreed, and thus we
two wretched beings, to increase our wretchedness, spent day
after day without conversing together. I was in prison from
December 18th, 1821, till January 12th, 1822, when the keeper
came and told me to go with him to the police office. Here I
found that the Commissioner, before whom I had been tried, had
first written to my uncle at Brunswick, and when he had written
in reply, that it was better to acquaint my father with my conduet,
the Commissioner had done s0; and thus T was kept in prisos till
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my father sent the money which was needed for my travelling
expenses, to pay my debt in the inn, and for my maintenance in
the prison. So ungrateful was I now, for certain little kindnesses
shown to me by my fellow prisoner, that, although I had promised
to call on his sister, to deliver a message from him, I omitted to
doso; and so little had I been benefited by this my chasti t,
that, though I was going home to meet an angry father, only two
hours after I had left the town where I had been imprisoned, I
chose an avowedly wicked person as my travelling companion
for a great part of my journey.

Outward Reformation.

My father, who arrived two days after I had reached Heimers-
leben, after having severely beaten me, took me home to
Schoenebeck, intending to keep me there till Easter, and then
to send me to a classical school at Halle, that I might be under
strict discipline and the inual inspection of a tutor. In the
meantime I took pupils, whom I instructed in Latin, French,
arithmetic, and German I now end 1, b
diligence in study, to regain the favour of my father. My habits
were, as to outward app plary. I made pﬁzgrem
in my own studies, benefited my pupils, and was soon liked by
everybody around me, and in a sion time my father had for-
gotten all. But all this time I was in heart as bad as ever; for I
was still in secret: habitually guilty of great sins.

Easter came, and on account of my good behaviour, my diligence
in study, and also because I was no expense to my father, but
earned much more than I cost him, I easily persuaded him to let
me stay at home till Michaelmas. But after that period he would
not consent to my remaining any longer with him, and therefore
I left home, pretending to go to Halle to be examined. But
having a hearty dislike to the strict discipline of which I had
heard, and knowing also that I should meet there young men
attending the University with whom I was acquainted, enjoying
all the L of German students, whilst I myself was still at
school : for these and other reasons I went to Nordhausen, and
had myself examined by the director of the gymnasium, to be
received into that school. I then went home, but never told
my father a word of all this deception, till the day before my
departure, which obliged me to invent a whole chain of lies. He
was then very angry; but, at last, through my entreaties and
persuasion, he gave way and allowed me to go.

1 continued at Nordhausen two years and six months, till
Easter, 1825. During this time I studied with considerable
diligence the Latin classics, French, history, my own language,
etc.; but did little in Hebrew, Greek, or mathematics. I
lived in the house of the director, and got, through my conduct,
highly into his favour, so much so, that I was hefd up by him in
the first class as an example to the rest, and he used to take me







