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The Sin and Cause of Prayerlessness

Andrew Murray

If conscience is to do its work, and the contrite heart is to feel its misery, it is necessary that each individual should
mention his sin by name. The confession must be severely personal. In a meeting of ministers there is probably no
single sin which each one of us ought to acknowledge with deeper shame— “Guilty, verily guilty"—than the sin of
prayerlessness.

What is it, then, that makes prayerlessness such a great sin? At first it is looked upon merely as a weakness. There
is so much talk about lack of time and all sorts of distractions that the deep guilt of the situation is not recognized.
Let it be our honest desire that, for the future, the sin of prayerlessness may be to us truly sinful. Consider—

1. What a reproach it is to God.—There is the holy and most glorious God who invites us to come to Him, to hold
converse with Him, to ask from Him such things as we need, and to experience what a blessing there is in
fellowship with Him. He has created us in His own image, and has redeemed us by His own Son, so that in
converse with Him we might find our highest glory and salvation.

What use do we make of this heavenly privilege? How many there are who take only five minutes for prayer! They
say that they have no time and that the heart desire for prayer is lacking; they do not know how to spend half an
hour with God! It is not that they absolutely do not pray; they pray every day—but they have no joy in prayer, as a
token of communion with God which shows that God is every thing to them.

If a friend comes to visit them, they have time, they make time, even at the cost of sacrifice, for the sake of enjoying
converse with him. Yes, they have time for everything that really interests them, but no time to practice fellowship
with God and delight themselves in Him! They find time for a creature who can be of service to them; but day after
day, month after month passes, and there is no time to spend one hour with God.

Do not our hearts begin to acknowledge what a dishonor, what a despite of God this is, that | dare to say | cannot
find time for fellowship with Him? If this sin begins to appear plain to us, shall we not with deep shame cry out:
“Woe is me, for | am undone, O God; be merciful to me, and forgive this awful sin of prayerlessness.” Consider
further—

2. ltis the cause of a deficient spiritual life.—It is a proof that, for the most part, our life is still under the power of
“the flesh.” Prayer is the pulse of life; by it the doctor can tell what is the condition of the heart. The sin of
prayerlessness is a proof for the ordinary Christian or minister that the life of God in the soul is in deadly sickness
and weakness.

Much is said and many complaints are made about the feebleness of the Church to fulfill her calling, to exercise an
influence over her members, to deliver them from the power of the world, and to bring them to a life of holy
consecration to God. Much is also spoken about her indifference to the millions of heathen whom Christ entrusted
to her that she might make known to them His love and salvation. What is the reason that many thousands of
Christian workers in the world have not a greater influence? Nothing save this—the prayerlessness of their service.
In the midst of all their zeal in the study and in the work of the Church, of all their faithfulness in preaching and
conversation with the people, they lack that ceaseless prayer which has attached to it the sure promise of the Spirit
and the power from on high. It is nothing but the sin of prayerlessness which is the cause of the lack of a powerful
spiritual life! Consider further—

3. The dreadful loss which the church suffers as a result of prayerlessness of the minister.—lt is the business of a
minister to train believers up to a life of prayer; but how can a leader do this if he himself understands little the art of
conversing with God and of receiving from the Holy Spirit, every day, out of heaven, abundant grace for himself and
for his work? A minister cannot lead a congregation higher than he is himself. He cannot with enthusiasm point out
a way, or explain a work, in which he is not himself walking or living.

How many thousands of Christians there are who know next to nothing of the blessedness of prayer fellowship with
God! How many there are who know something of it and long for a further increase of this knowledge, but in the
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preaching of the Word they are not persistently urged to keep on till they obtain the blessing! The reason is simply
and only that the minister understands so little about the secret of powerful prayer and does not give prayer the
place in his service which, in the nature of the case and in the will of God, is indispensably necessary. Oh, what a
difference we should notice in our congregations if ministers could be brought to see in its right light the sin of
prayerlessness and were delivered from it! Once more consider—

4. The impossibility of preaching the gospel to all men—as we are commanded by Christ to do—so long as this sin
is not overcome and cast out.

Many feel that the great need of missions is the obtaining of men and women who will give themselves to the Lord
to strive in prayer for the salvation of souls. It has also been said that God is eager and able to deliver and bless the
world, if His people were but willing, if they were but ready, to cry to Him day and night. But how can congregations
be brought to that unless there comes first an entire change in ministers and that they begin to see that the
indispensable thing is not preaching, not pastoral visitation, not church work, but fellowship with God in prayer till
they are clothed with power from on high?

Oh, that all thought and work and expectation concerning the kingdom might drive us to the acknowledgment of the
sin of prayerlessness! God help us to root it out! God deliver us from it through the blood and power of Christ Jesus!
God teach every minister of the Word to see what a glorious place he may occupy if he first of all is delivered from
this root of evils; so that with courage and joy, in faith and perseverance, he can go on with his God!

The sin of prayerlessness! The Lord lay the burden of it so heavy on our hearts that we may not rest till it is taken
far from us through the name and power of Jesus. He will make this possible for us.



